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, To the Supream Authority of this Common-wealth, the Parhament 
of England : the modest Reply of the Wool-combers or Y arn-makers 
of the City and County of Norwich, and of the Conntics Nort.. Suft. 
and Camb., &c., to a printed rayhng paper, intituled, An Answer of 
the Worsted-weavers of the City of Norwich, &c., to the Tate humble 
Remonstrance and Complaint of the Wool-combers, 8m. 4to., 19 pp.. 
half morocco, £3 10s Printed in the year 1650) 


Upon the customs affecting the trade. The weavers desired powers to control the wool- 
combers and varnmakers. This would als mean that each reelstaff would contain a 
fixed number of yards of yarn, but it was shown that it was inpossible to get a stairdard 
thickness of yarn, 80 that the customary practice of selling by weight was the only fair 
method of dealing. 
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To the ſupream Authority of this Common-wealth, 
the ParLiamenT of England. 


The mode#b Reply of the Wool-comvers or Yarn -makers of the City and County of Nors- 
wich, and of the Conntes Nort. Suff, and Camb.&c. to a printed ;ayl:ng pa- 

per ,intitnled, AnAnlwerofthe Wor{ted-weavers of the City of Norwich,e;c. 
to the late humble Remonſtrance and complaint of the W ool-combers, 


Right Honourable z 
Wk G S Ong and earneſt nave been the expeAations of many of your Gzaily Orators, 
2). for redreffe and calc of thoſe minifuld ard overſwelling powers, which rhe 
WA Weavers of Norwich leck to introdtce upon our cwitates and proprieties, 
FR which by us with indefatigable labour have been repreſented to you, and 
 ZLS<F With longing pa.tence have been expetcd from you ; but God who is the 
eternall diſ}ofer and finiſher of ail controverſies, ro whom nothing is jmpuflible or too 
hard, will in his good time remove every mountain which doth or thall tind in the Wayz 
and make our cauſe to appear in the light as the Sunre a: Noon day : and although in the 
naturall body there is no recei{1on.to habit; er it is oftentimes ſeen (d:vine providence at- 
fiſting) in the privation pol.ticK; which gives us experience to breed a hope in us, that al- 
though the W.avers have o\rained of your bonvurable Committee, a Bill ready ( on their 
behalt) to be prefenced ro this Houle ; yer we are crnfident, chit when the wiſedom 
thereof ſhail jud:ciouily weigh and confider the man: Drejuulces and inconveniences 
which w 1! artic unto our whole trade in the gery rall, with ac uicer rain of: many thoufand 
workfolks tha: depend upon us both men women a':d ct; I1:7e:) Who 2:t their jtvelihuods 
| by this -manufaRtur-, which by che ſuperlative prebemintnce taze i W. avers defire to 
haye over our eltires and trades ( 1ncimulation to bon ) mult 3ceds ve ivy &'d to their 
Mercy : bur we have {t I confidetice tat this mountain will become 4 Plaic,and thar ac laſl 
a cleai I:ghc will appear our of the pretent darkiufle, and a lovely vrder our of all thife 
confuſ0ns. 

But becauſe in the mean times we muſt not be wanting co our {:1v2s in the ule of all ſuch 
1a wrull means as are molt lixely to advance the fame, ans for that we ſee the violent tide 
of unlimited and pzletaced envy {lowing in amain upon us, covering over the hum Ic val= 
leyes and immoveable grounds of all our fixt endeavours, and Jezving on the face thereof 
a filthy (1:me and (tain of obloquie and c2ntempt; we have refolved by our lawtu'l endea» 
yours, i {top the current of this coming {tream, and do therefore preſume in judgement 
thus humbly to reply. 

It were eridlefle to trace theſe men through their manifold vigaries, tmpertenencies and 
| inconſequenetes, Which in their late Antwer unco our R-monſtrance, they have volumis- 
nouſly expreſſed ; we (hall only collect tact things as are mot} conſequentall and p.rtincnt 
- co-the differences betwixt us, and Icave the reſt ro the judgement of this j.dicious and 
* knowing aſſembly, wherein we hope to exprefle our ſelves either concerning our preſent 
danger, or preſent duty, as in a conſcionable and chriſtian freedom, ſo in a fair and inof= 
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way ; our hearcs telling us we have no pleaſure or purpoſe to provoke unjuſtlyany. 
r party whatſoever, nor to encreaſe, but to endeavour the allaying and compoling: - 
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2 
others defire a candid interpretation of Py ations and expreſſions, we hope then 
they will obſerve the fame Law of equill correipondency and retribution, 

And in the hilt place we cannot chuſe bit take notice of that unlimited prerogative 
which the Weavers ailume in their anſwer,in mangling and martyring our good names and 
fare,by terming u3 fagrofſers, detrauders,cvil members of the Common- wealth, ungrate= 
ful! men,lawlefle,conienters with,yea counſeilours and counte nancers af thieves fools, out- 
laws,parraliing us with the joviall crew of cuc-partes,gecrictuil robbers of the Scate;z come 
paring us to fore ſtallers,regraters and that we ſeek the total! over: hrow of the Commons 
wealth, cc,of all which unſuffzrable ipceches (+AleF#- like ; our of he depth of envy,and 
the baſenefle of their exceeding malice,they would make us parcakers of : or like that mad 
man,wao defired to put our one of his own eves, fo that br might pur out both his neigh» 
bours: whereof we hope your honours in your profound wiſduins will take ſerious and due 
notice,and that our med-ſt filence(in ſuch recrim-o4:10n5)and co: [tant patience, will ſcem 
more acceptable, then theſe itmmoceſt and uncivil charges; as concelving that revenge 
ought not ro goin purpleyucia white,and that ſaive for injucic's is tot choler but patience. 
We all hoping that your Honours will nor tak” for grant. d, whi-ſuever they pleaſe to ſay 
Or Write 13 thisnature : and to this end in the ſublegaent lerte's of our diſcourſe, we ſhall 
endeavour to lay open the meer fallicies of che r arguments, 40d the .njultice of cheir {lins 
ders, which fo far {urpaſle the bounls of myd<lty and lociery, to the 13iuffera'le grievance 
of many conſcitencious and noneſt perions, Whorein wW: Concelve It will oe an acce;table 
ſervice ro God,and a topefull cure to this cevs [aſarmy wrbicrium of the Weavers, it your 
Honours (hall be pleaſed ro adyiie them to amore mid cc mperin their wrightiogs aid 
attendance; being now more then Bedlam mad, 5 th ir word» and pipers eſt. fics iTis 2 
rule in law, privile pium meretur amiitere gut att tyvnr porejtiteras yea in Gods own tacred 
law, price goeth befcre deft: rifticn, ard + hanvny [pou before atall:; We ſthiilthrefore in 
this f(t place hawvly implore your Honeu's, 10d:v.duaily co fake avurice of thele thingsz 
and thiciome ſpeedy way may be tcung ont, £2 pur 20 end £0 thole great d th. rences, and 
nut £o g:ve up our eftztes {1 bo arc the main ſupporters of 3 or 4 Tountics )io the meicy of 
the Wer aveis ina part of 3tity ard angle ofa County only, 

And fit ney lay, that i: this wmattcy of aiff- reice bet 11x07 49, We bave been ke rd by our 
felyes, ax by eur learned Count bfare a Commitice, to which we reply as 1n vur humole 
Rumor {trance page 7, that ſxverall things were obj ed before x Committer, which are 
not y(t an{wered,zes in the cate of fcizure before triall ; It is 1s the power of che Weavy: rs, 
or any intruſted or inpioyed by them, to faiſifie our Y arn, fo-thar 4. may ve defeChive in a 
hioh degree, though it hid the full number of leas and threads fakes they ſeized it, and (0 
rot only cat off che treble dammapes,but alſo maintain an unjuſt {iz 1c,a1.d gain an unjuſt 
fire,and we cannot polizdly difcoyer irgas is there, and hath teen formerly d: monlirated 1n 
cur Other papers,to which and many other things therein contatned,theVeavers never ans 
{wered 57gave any ſatistactiongeither before a Committee or in their pap:is; now whether 
theſe defires arc jult,and fach as are corſiltent with the law of God, and rizhts of a free na». 
tion, We refit our icives to your Honors to juoge:for they Worth ly lofe the benefit of laws 
whointend or £9 3vout to fubyertir, and iis common intereſt: fo } k-wiſe the law for- 
biddeth that a mans enemy {hall be a witnefle againſt himſelf : 1f 1, how then can the 
Weavers be witneflcs, parties, and judges in their own couſe, wher:.1n they will hccome * 
the chief doers of ſuch wrongs as they have becn {harers in the uolawfull gain made there» 
of themſeives, and 10. wich that party which is Wholly for chem, will do hereatcer what |} 


they pleaſe, and yet think ic a vertue s, z accuſed for it. 
Secondly, They ſay, Thar they ſeek nothing but a FFanding rule, 4 inſt Werght, and a juſt 
meaſure, To Which we reply, that we deſire the fame, and ſhould be very joyfull ro fee 1t 
put into Jalt and ſpeedy execution. Bur to puniſh us for that which is anothers fault, and 
not ours, 1s not agreeadle to the principles of right reaſon and common ſence, and herein 
we deſire that a law may be preſcribed co the Spinſters for the due and faithfull executions 
of their duries in the ſame, fo that according to divine rule, cach may be puniſhed for his 
own and not for anothers offence, And this is that Rectum which is 3ndex [ui &- oblignt : 
Now if any ſuffer in this way,it is the'Vool-comber or Yaro-maker for he pai*s the Spinſter | 
for her work,but the Weaver need not be ac any iofle,becauſe if he ſee the want of threads A 
be conſiderable,he can and will buy it at a price accordingly (as we have formerly expref« 
ſeq ) or elſe buy it oy weight ( as is the conſtave practice in all other places,) and for the J 
g00dneffe of the Yarn the eye may unqueſtionably difcern it, and cannot be deceived, and 
this we traſt will ſatis: all ingenuous people (in ſome m:afure tha we are not ſuch wilde, @ 
irrational and corrupt creatures, as by the Weavers we have been aſperſed to be, the ta=g) 
king away of the ſo much delired and unconſcior3btc {£1zUre, 2nd fine Of our goods 5 4] 
gaining of ajuſt weight in things to be weighed, and 3 jait meaſure in things to be meaſue 
red, and che punilhment of thoſe that delerve it, is the ultimate end and full ſcope of all | 
our deſires and intentions, and wherein we fhall a>ſo!ucely reftſarisfied, and acquieſce. Our f 
eſpecial] difference with tie Weavers being about the matcer of a ſeizure, and a fine of our 
goods for anotners fault, Which we {t1}] afar cannoc poltibly by us be remedied; neither 
did we ever. give jult cauſe to any to bejecve worſe of us then what we have nuw offered. .| 
Aad if it be an errour in us, or that men ſhould diſefieem us, when we {eek to quench the | 
fire chat hath already taken hold on che ſountutions of onr buildings, we ſhall chen count + 
it a vercue £0 luffer 1n a4 good cauſe, as conſidering that our Saviours innocency conld not 
ſtop ſuch mens mouths, wholz intereft his doRcinz and pratice did extirpate z It being a 
remarkable ſign of an cvill cauſe, when aſperftons fupply che viace of arguments, the \V ca= 


vers aniweriog not at all to the ſtrength of any argu near, bu: ſuppiyiag the vacation of F 
white paper, with the impreſſion of vigaries, impertinencics, dilemmaes, and downright 
railings, Whzrein they have 4 notable faculty tn diſpzriiig more then is rue, and to this 
end, they dace n-ver ſubiccibs their pip rs which they pretzat co this Houſe, as aſhamed to 
own. 23d oe the anthours of ſo many its 10 Preiir, 
Its 0 diy, They {1y, Fe are ns 7 ra ze, but a mild: pero between the Spinſter and th: Was 
ver, 41d ſuch as the Law cals tingrofſers, Totus werepiy, *Frs tut, we are nog Trade by 
Statue ( alrhouh we have long defied it 3 Bar what then, 1, May the Weavers the refore 
boac us Dur of rra ding becauſe wo have 290 a Searure Law for it 2 We humbly conceive they 
may as well queſtion all cae Trates 03 2:0ngs to ihe new Drapery, which (chough fictt 
incroduc:d by che Dich and Walloon ) are now become great manufactures, We iur- 
ther ath mgchat fope-boyitng, and ſtarch-maKking, &'c, are ro Trades by Statute ( in Fe- 
gard thac any man that hach skill may have the free exercile of them) yet chote that ingrot- *F 
ſed them 1nto a few hands (ia the Jace Kings daics) were fince ( by this Parkiament ) adj.d- 
os:d Monopol1zers, | 1 
2. Alchough we are no Trade by Statute, yet we commonly ſerve for this Trade 7. years 
as in all other Trades i alchouz2h fome come in and aſe che Trade, which never ſerved for 
ir) and if your Hours ihall be pleated ro make a Law,that none fhall ule 1c hereafter bur 
ſuch asare bound apprentices to ic for 7. years, we ſhall accept it wich all humble tharike 
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The Weavers very faiſly further ſay, That We are 4 midale perſon between the Spiuſter aud 


the Weaver: Wereply, weare beforecither, for Wool muſt be combed befere it be ſpun, 
and ſpun before it be woven. 6 
Taey further ſay, That We are Ingroſſers, &c, To which we reply : We wonder which 
way the Weavers can make that good : Shall we we be reputed Ingroflers becauſe we 
employ fo many thouſands of poor at work, we defire that they would declare their 
meanings: bur if only to accuſe be ſulficient to make one guilcy,who then can be innocent. 
The Weavers tw ther ſay, That o»r making of Tarn hath be:n but of late times, and that we 


uſe PL: aeceit ard fallchovd in ſaymi: 8 aud combing of Wool, aud 17: [pint 1g aza reeling of 


T-+vu. Wereply, 1 Thatit is 50. or more years agone fince we began (in theſe parts) to 
(li Yarn a; Norwich, and Y:ra-making and ſelling of Yarn was uſed before we ever 
b: ought any to ſel} at Norwich, 3nd now at this day much Yarn is fold in divers other pla= 
ces beſides Norwich, and all by weight. | 

2. For the deceit in ſaymi2g of Wool, we reply: that we do ( and alwaies have done 
ſaym our Wool betrer chen the houſwives of XN orff. uſe to do, ( which the Weavers (0 

10h cry up) che houſewives ſeyming it with grealc, whay bucter, &c, we commonly feym 
Our Yarn w th ſevill oy), and uſe ſome rape oyl for our courſer forts of Wool : and if an 
{hall uſe deceic in over-ſeyming, &c. we have in all our papers petitioned your Honours 
that they may be puniſhed : but theſe accuſations are more clamorous then juſt, 

3. Whereas they ſay we uſe d-ceit in ſpinning and reeling of Yarn, whereby we do at 
our plea. re defraud the buyer of a 4*Þ parr, ſometimes half, 

1. We reply, That we do not ſpin and rccl the Yarn ( as they falfly affirm ) but it is com. 
monly Jone by women and children : and therefore if there be any falſity it is not our do- 
,ng, and it is hard for us to diſcover, and unpoſſivle for us to prevent; but in caſe any Yarn 
ſhould be ſo much falſe as they ſpake of, we have defired in our laſt paper, that the buyer 
without any charge,might compell ſatisfaction where it 1s dented voluntarily to be made : 
Which (it is uadeaiable ) will be more advantagious to the buyer, then if an Ac paſle for 
a ſeizure, 


Tae Wravers further ſay, that the want ofthe numDer of threads in the Yarn, puts them 

upon a necelſlity of making bad Stuffes, | 
' Tothis. we have ſufficiently anſwered in ou: Jaſt papers, !z,that it is wholly untrue, as 
we have there at Jarge demonſtrated : to which we reſcr our ſelves, 

In.the next place the Weavers clamour on vs, ard iy, that we go about to inftruRyour 
Honours, minding you for whac end you took up the tword, and fay further, that we 0 
about under terms of prop:iety, freedome, &c, only to ſh.lter deceit and fraudulent 
dealings. 

Now Right Honourable, we humbly defire that your Honours will be plcaſed to con- 
Gder how falle and clamorous this 1, as may well appear by our ſeveral} P-titions to this 
Houſe : As 1. That ſuch {hould be puniſh=-d that ſhould uſe any unlawfull means wich bis 
V-1rn to make it ponderous, 2. That all Spinſters may be puniſhed that wiil nor reel the 
Yara-Jn full leogth and tale: And 3. If che want be conliderable if rhe ſeller make nor 
fatisfaRion in the price ( which 1s our uſu-1 cixtome that chen the buyer (withour charge 


Qþ 


at Jaw }mhay cpoigell fatisfaction from ſuch : wherein then do we go about ro ſhelter 
fraudulent dealing ?:o0r ,wagrcin are we evill doers ? or wherein are we conſenters to- 


thieves? that they apply £0.85, P/4i,50.18. or how are we deſtroyers ofthe Common-. 
wealth ? ſarcly the Weavers count their Trace the Commonewealth:: if fo, then we have 
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been the ſupporters and inrichers of them, though like ungratefull and thanklefe perſons, 
they ſeek to pick out our own eyes, ard cat out our own bowels : fo char mar:y of them 
have been the hinderers and undoers of many of our Trade, why have truſted them with 
theic 22vds until they have been undone. 
And we humbly conceive, that the Nations proſperity is more ſurthered by thoſe that 
the Weavers c:1; Wool-comvers, then it is by the Weaver: : Jn that by them the better 
ſort arc furuwzibed with money for their wool, and the poorer ſort with money for their 
work, and all chis before it comes to the Weavers hand, who likewiſc is commonly truſts 
ed by us many times to great values : by which joyning of the Combers and Weavers ſtocks 
together, che minutacture is much encreaſed, and many 1cco. the more of the P20 em- 
ployed ; and yet we are by theſe men termed as the m th to the garment, who ſecretly eat 
out cheir eſtates, and that weare ſuch as deſtroy the main end of all Law, which is the Proe 
per lacd-mark to ſet out every mans right by ; When on the contrary it is that which we 
deſire that every man may be pur into a ſecure poſſeſ]:on of that w®® is properly his, which 
is one main end of the Law. 4. Whereas the Weavers ſay we are in the praRice of our | 
Trades, evil doers, &c, We reply, thar it isthe nature of ſuch eviil docrs as they are, to | 
blaitany mans integrity With whom they have to do, and ſo none can be innocent; but be= | 
caule they urge this calumny in gererall cerms: We reply, That it may better be applyed 
to themſclves, whoſe baſe, falſe rotten Stuffs might teltific againſt them, even in thoſe times 
when they had their belt regulation; and yer forſooth the fault mult be laid upon the 
Yarn-maker 3 Feſt« the Reman thought Paul to be mad, but the madneſſe was in Feſtus. 
and not in Paz, So the Weavers accuic us of evil doing, when the evil is their own, not 
ours; they crying up( Demerrim hike) their own arbitrary power, for filthy lucres ſake,and 
thus in this nature they run on with their Sher? like raylings and revilir.gs on us: wherein 
we will follow that honeſt advice;!?hileft fury palops on the way.lot no man furi-s gallop ſtay, 
5. Whereas the Weavers ſay,that We perſwade your Honours to take move d:literation,becanſe 
We krow ſo much of the ſweet»eſſe of our unjuſt pain; ana that no honeſt or juſt man in bu way. 
of trade,Was ev'r prejadiced by thei» firmer power ; andihat Wwe have the buldnſſe to ſay that. 
it Wil be rhe undoing of many. We rcply,1.That theſe Weavers do act rhe paris of cunning 
Sophiſters, by taking that for granted which was ncver aft: med ; for alinough we fay, 
oreat matters do require great deliberations before they be well conclud-d,yet therein we 
binde no: your Hopours to a reſpite of the cauſe, but dy impiore this Hon'e,to deliberate 
with wiſdom and to hear all parcics, for a good axd konef1 cawſe fears not tie light:and theres 
fore we there ſaid, that the execution of a ſentence wou'd be ſpecdy ; and the Weavers 
cannot with more earnefinefie delire the accompliſhment and final} deciſion of this con=: 
troverſie,then we : and the reaſon whichche Weavers pre of this prezended demurrer,ls, 
becauſe we know ſo mich of the ſweetnefle of unjuſt gain, To which we reply, that as ge-= 
ner«ls prove nothing unspniicd,and without wiineftoxcept they be verif; :d in particulars; + 
ſo the unlawfal! gain which the Weavers tec k to make upon our eltates and trade, by their 
delired AR({to their Corporatiton) is to great,as that it makes them more then ordinary to | 
prefſe your Honours for a paſling of this Bill; therefore we ſay again,that a deliberation of 
things of great weight, full of infinite hazaras, and which draws after it many great Cons. 
ſequences, is neceflary tobe conſidered with exceeding art, and mannaged with prud.nt-_ 
dextericy,before it can be concluded z ard co ce matter of unjult gain, we reply ; that we 
* are aſſured the Weavers cannot juſtiy alledg the ſame againſt us,' for we have many-of us - 
! tradcd with much Joſle in {ome years laſt palt ; and had it nor been more in conlideration-.: | 
x h : S.2 | Gf 
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(6) | TT 
of the poor that depend on us,then in reſpect of any gain that a long time we have gotten; 
we (hould { ſome of us) ere now have laid down our trades: and we can affirm, and chat 
eruly,chat the Yarn which we ſell,is and hath been, for divers years (1nce the Counſell-table 
Ocders ceai:d, 45 good, yea better then it was( for length and cale) 20 0r 30 years agon ; 
and thus your Honours may well ſee the injuſtneſſe of theſe mens complaints, 

And whereas the Weavers ſay, that no honeſt or juſt man was ever preiudiced by their fore 
mr power, we reply,That this is wavily untrue z for ſometime they have ſeized great quan- 
tities of Yarn ( as we ſhe in ourRemonſtrance) and by bribing themgthe owners haye 
had it retaroed ; ſome others which have carried Yarn to ſell at Norwich, ſeeing how the 
Wardens did inſulc over them,have been ſoon weary of it,and ſo left ic: this we can prove 
upon oath ifneed require; and yet they were ſuch as were carefull to have their Yara as 
ſufficient in length and caje as they couid ; others have been arreſted ar Common-law, and 
in vain it was for 2 private man to wagelaw againſt a whole Corporation, whereby he 
might well expc& to be wearied and undone : others they indited as couzeners, G5, who 
brought generally as good Yarn to fell as any other rhar came co the City, By thoſe and 
the like many have been much prejudiced,as well as by a ſeizure of their goods: ( {ce chen 
the untruth of what the Weavers have atticmed:) what may we then,nay what may we not 
expe from theſe men,if they once get ir 1nto a law, 

And whereas they urge, that we have the boldneſſe to /ay it Will be the undoing of many, 
we reply, that as men in perfe& health do yet nocwt hitzn Jing conzetve that (ickneſſe is 
grievous, and yet in no ſuch degree of corment as by the luff:ring and exp-ricace in chems 
ſelves they afterwards witnefl: ; ſo, before the Weavers Bi | paſſ2 into xn AR you may 
conceive that we cannot be in any great degree of milcry,ſlivery or undoing; yet it.js very 
certain ( for which we appeal unto all degrees of p-ople in theſz Counties ) thar miny 
thouſands of peopl2 will experimencally feel that inevitable ruin and undoing, which afcer 
the piſli1g of chis Bill, can neither be expreit nor avoided, as hath been made to appear co 
ſome m:mbers of chis Houſe : bu: ro this we have ſathciencly ſpokea in this and our former 
papers preſented to your Honours, 

And whereas the Weavers urge, t9.4t many of them have b:en tt1don? by us, in that their 


trace ts deceived 200!P per werk by 1s all me year long,&c, We reply, Thac we could alſo 


reli you of many tradeim2n that hive deen undone theſe hard times, no:withſtanding the 
Sreat gain that weget{as the Weavers affirm) and others have carcizd on their trades with 
much lofle,only to keep the poor 12 imployment, Theſe things are true ; buc what do they 
conduce to the macter in hand ? jave only to prove that tobe falſe which the Weavers af- 
firm; And whereas they (iy, thr they Loſe 200"? per Week by our falſe Yarn,&c. we reply, 
That we may judge of the crutch ei «his by the ret, For how can they lofe ſo much weekly, 
when our Yarn is ( in the geacral! ) as ſuflicient in leagrh and cale as eyer, and yer of our 
own knowledge, many of them gained great eftates 1a tormer cimes, when Yarn was not 
{0 ſufficient in length and tale 35 it hath deen of late years; but as tn former times by Her 
cxles foor, they vid uſually judge of the length and proportion of his body; ſo we may 
ju-ige of rhe truth of this argument oy all the reſt z butifo accuſe be ſufficienc,we are ſure 
we thall not go away unaccuſed, bing rhe lubz:Rs of th-ir harred, and now fallen under 
the violence of their paſſions. Bar tor the avoiding of thele aſperſions, our deſire is to ſell 
Our Yarn by weight,as 1s the mnner of 3ll other places, | 

In the next place the Weavers ſay, that we world nſinuate, that they deſire 4 Monopoly, 
bat dare nat poſrurvely affira it, as formerly we have aones To which we reply, Thar we 
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having formerly affirmed the ſame,never yet receded from that poſitior;but do till affirm 
and prove by law, that whatſoever t5 not free to every one, and common toall, ts a Monepely . 
But the Weavers in their deſied AR, ſeek to take away our freedoms and immunities in 
this nature, and ſo deprive vs of the community which is proper unto all z Ergo, now the 
firſt part or mayor of our argument is a maxime in law,and is that golden rule whereby the 
crown of all our temporall f. licities in politick governm<n:s is upheld and maintained. 

The ſecond part or minor of our argument appeais thus, in that the end and true intent | 
in eyery calling and humane occupation, is common juſtice and fafety,and that men ſhould 
(teer their courſe according to the occafiors and necefſi ics of the preſent government,eie | 

ther in extending or contracting their ations and motions, which proceedings are moſt [% 
agreeable to the principles of reaſon an1 contmon len, Now we conceive it will be very 
hard for the Weavers co prove a [awfullnelle of common tree dom and lafety, in their de= !þþ 
nrcd infargement, and extent of power and ju iſdicion over us by this Bill if rightly ex» |S 
amined ; ſeeing it exceeds ail limitztions of the ſu..rcam 1214; 3nd by a Corporationand an *# 
arbitriry power, feckK to incorporate 4 puolike manufaRture 19to the hands of a few, even {! 
ſuch as are our prof ({d enemies ; infomuch that we ſhall nor freely exerciſe our trades,unk$ 
lefſe we will become as bound to ihem, «nil buy cur freedoms of them ;; for if they ence 'Þ 
get the power,great part of our « {tates lics at their mercy, ard what lad confequences and $ 
extream detriment bave been incroCuced formerly ups n 1his Common -wealth, by jeverall 

Corporations not rightly quallificd, the preſent experience of pult ages and theſe times 
will ſurficienily eeftifiv ; rhe Weavers defires paraleliing not only the practice of the Lord WP 
Strafford,concernicy inner Yain 1h {reland, bur alto the moropouzers In the late Kings || 
daies,of Sope,Scarca and oiher commoditics, who by ingrefſiiig geat erades ( thovph not 
by Sfatute ) 'nc0 a few mens hangs, Gd there on! Lear mar y FECP:E CUT Of the CCINMON WAY 
of gt :10g 2 [ivelihood, and it atiy fuci. commodities were made ard found ont,they wers 
Pre i: ily ſeized and conktiicate ;: which unlawiuil uls was afterwards by this Parliament ® 
adjudged and condemacd co be a munopuly ;z and that this 15 che Weavers defires,and will .; 
be their praRtile, doth manif<ſiity appcar by their worcs atzd Writings, as tn our humble | 
Remonſtrance we have ſpecified. 

If the head vf tyranny aud monopoly be extin and difſolved by a Jaw, why then ſhould 
thoſe members and branches, as pre; ogutives of that government remain in force, and be 
continued in Purſuar.ce of the ſame end, which was of your Honours deemed irregalar and | 
extrajudiciall, and againſt which the ſwerd was taken up to fettle the peace and latety of Þ 
the people upon firm fuundations, | d 

And thercfore we befeech \ our Honours, individually to weigh and corfider, that if all 
Jawfull authority, in whomſoc ver placed, be founded upon principics of common equity, 
and tend to common good and freedom, whether then the Weavers !uek to excrcile tis 
power over us, for their own or others good, and according to the true end or magiſtiacy, 
whether they negleR their own eſtates 10 promote the wealth of others? jeving it mult 16- 
evitably follow ( if your Honours pafle this Bill for a ſeizure of our Yarn ) that our whole 
trade muſt ſeek ſome other way cf livelihood, whereby many of our deprudints will be 
put to great (treights and exigencics, 

And herein it is turther conſiderable, to obſcrve the canſe as well as the end of ihe Wee 
vers deſires. Now if the caul: of their defires were jult, the end would be ſuviervievt there= | 
unto, but when we conſider the cnd of their defires to be an extrajudiciall, 1iregulr, ime 
poſlible, and an utter ly uolawtull Act of juborgdination, and fubaufſion of our cliares and | 
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trade, tothe arbitrary power of the Weavers : thereby ſeeking their own welfare and pr6- 
ſpericy, and our atcer ruine and defiratt.on : We cannat choſe rhen but cry out in the bit» 
terneſſe of our ſouls, as ma amazed at the impodſi »ilicy, and unlawfullneſſe of their de- 
fires, ſceking eoeſtabliſh their iniquities by a law, eſp2cially from this kouſe as the fountain 
of juſtice from whence no corrup: thing can proceed of chis nature, And thus we are confle 
dent that we have made it to a»pear, that they ſeek to be a Monopoly, And wh:reas the 
Weavers tell us we 0uzht to ſ:t God before our eyes, and to deal juſtly beeween man and 
man, and to be juſt upon the ballance : We reply, 3nd (ay this is good counſel], bur they 
marre all with a notorious faiſhoo1 in the end, !aying to this we are v.ry out-laws, and that 
we ſay who ſhall rule over us ? 

Herein Right Honourable, we humbly implore you to rake notice,it being the only thing 
in ſubitance we conteſt for, to ſell by weight: thar ſa» we may deal juſtly beeween man 
and man, and be juſt upon the ballance : and yet ( very faifly ) che Weavers affirm, that to 
this we wouls be very out-laws, notwith(tand:ng it 15 che only thing that we deſire, to ſell 
in that way that we may warrant it to che dayer wh'ch 3s by weight : for as for ſelling by 

ale we cannor, nor neyer could warrant it; theretore theſe men would compell us co ſell 
ourYarn in that manner,that they may aſperſe us with unjuſt dealing, whenas it 1s not in our 
power to prevent it, it being the R-clers fiulc, as hath veen often ſhewn, And whereas 
they aſperle 25 With this, that we {ay, Who ſha'l rule over ns ? ( which 1s alſo falle ) We hope 
we can make it appear, that we have been as ſubje to, and as obſervant both of laws and 
culers, as ever the fraternity of the Weavers were, Bat this indeed we mult needs ſay, chat 
it is our defires that the Weavers may not rule over us, which is the ching they ſo much ſeek 

for: namely, that your Honours might binde us by a penall Statute, co chat which 1s im» 
' poſſidle for us to perform (as all chac have $Kil in the crade knows, and many have certi- 
fied) and then to invelt them with power co ſeize and fine our govds for the non-obſer- 
\ vanc< of it : And becauſe we have beſoughr your Honours thar ſuch a Lav might not be 

m:de, nor they iaveſted with ſuch power : they call us men void of conſcience, fouls, ſuch 
| as$ hate righteous dealing, and {uch as {trive to cat the bread of deceit : of which ( and the 
_ like) rayling ſpeeches, as we in the 1ntegrities of our hearcs can clear our innocency 
| before God, {o we hope your Honours will vindicate our innocency before men, 2 Wacre= 
, as they ſay, We begin to fear that wruth Will have the apper hand of falſehood, and that your Ho- 

meitys Will be ſatisficdin the mitneſſe of their aefires, &c, We teply, That al:houph ic hach 

| pleaſed God to reſerve the Act of reading mens thoughts to himſelf; yer as the truit tels us 
\ the name of the tree, ſo the ourward works of men,gives us where co gu: ſſe at the r |t;things 
' that are forced for pretences having nv ground of cruch, cannor long difſcmble their own 
natures, fo the Weavers, in * 1eir deſired Bill, plainly manifcli ( as the fruit doth the tree ) 
that they ſeek under th* '_ .ctous precence of the regulation of Trade, to incorporate and 
monopouliz2 the efſen;..il freedoms and immunities of their tello;v-brethren, into an atbi- 

« Trary power, for private interelt and reſp.ats, Now tf we refer our judgements to the com-« 
' Mon lorc of Weavers, vee fay,that the common people are evil Judges ot honeſt thi:gs,cipe= 
7 Cially in their own cauſe ; if ro the better ſort of Weavers, we ſay,that every underſtanding 
4 fath a particular jadgzment (except a few black Swans ) by which it both cenſurerth other 
# men, and valuech it lelf, and therefore by their traits we know them, And for che matter 
i of fear wh:rewith they charge ns, we ſay, we are not come under a (lavith and ſervile degree 
© of fear, bur with patience hop? for, 2nd expect a happy deliverance out of all theſe rcou- 
} bles, notwithſtanding all che media 3::congrua & 4iſſimilia; and thar after a legall ſcrati- 


| 
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ny and debate, your Honours will finde that we defend a juſt and rizhteous cauſe whatſe 
ever the Weavers have propoſed to you, whoſe pretences proceeds trom a high degree of 
falſhood and deceit,which is evidenced to us by filling us their anſiver to our Remonſtrancr, 
with apparent falſhoods and impertinences: and therefore itis moſt certain, that th:x 
man who 15 once gone beyond che bounds of modeſty,muſt laſtily bz mpudent, as the Wea 
vers in their Papers, words and aQtions, have exprefied : fo that it may be {4id of them as 
it.was of a Pope and his Nephew, that the one n£ver ſpake what netnought, and the other 
never performed what he ſpake. 

Truly Right Honouradlz, it is (trange to ſee the Weavers art and dexterity in m1naping 
things according to their own humours, which mult needs prejudice the pretended ialtice 
of their cauſe,tarough an inward guile of their own purpoſes and intentions ; i: is ordinar 
and naturall for things unlawjull and unfit to be ſought after ſpzciouſty and acquired let- 
ſurely, but if once gotcen into poſleſlion, they are afterwards held Impadentiy, and main=- 
tained openly, Wherein the Weavers as champions of the late tyranny, demonſtrate to 
your Honours their inclinations and inward compoſitions, as fecking to ere that by a 
Law, which is adoliſhed 1n the revolutions of the paſt goyernment, whole foundation is 
fallen by the v.{t greatneſſe of its own errors: and therefore wereply, that the Weavers 
may well be termed fatious men, in that they ſeck an eſtabliſhment above and beyond the 
degree of reaſon and publike intcr:it, and becauſe aifo they do aflume ſuch a way of buy= 
ing of Yarn, which 1s not the manner of any other place, netcher can it be poſltioly Waſ- 
ranted of thoſe contents in the tale of threads 5y the icller,as foine of the modeſt Weavers 
dothemſelves confeſl: ; although ſome firy ſpirits zmongit them, De zetri:s like, would 
bring all into an uproar to cry up their Diana; and theretore refer we are bold in our late 
Remonſtrance and compiaint,to delire a recommitment of the ſaid Bill (if your Honours 
ſhall chink fic ) that fo our p{rſons, papers and witneflts may be fully heard and eximined 
in this matter ; and the real >n was,becaulſe ſome things were obj Ad beiore your honoun 
rable Committee, againlt aſeizure, which are yer unaoſwered ; but if your Honours (hall 
otherwiſe decermine the matrer without a Committee, we ſhall reſt very well contented, 
as not dcliring to perſwade your Honours to aflower morion in this matter, then what 
the greatneiſe and nec: fity of this caute doth require 5 but humbly im-loring that you 
would bs pleaſcd to put 3 ſpecdy end to our cxp2nces and long attendance, | 

Again, whereas the Weavers fay, that Wwe acſire that if the Parliament [Fat [5 think fit, 
that there beeref} d a Reel of a yard about throis :hout England, and the Spinſters way be 
puniſhed that obſerve it not, al:hough the Compvers be un thefanl! &c, To which we reply, 
That the Combers cannot be in the fault for that which he cannot help, be having a mul» 
titude of pzople under him, who are not his ſervants but his workfolks,diltinguiſh-d from 
him,by th- vaſt difference of time, and place, being molt of thera women and children,znd 
commonly of tae moſt ignorant, and neceflitous peopie, and therefore haro fo 52 reguia- 
ted {as we have formerly demonftrated ) by the Combers : yea,were it fo that vo ig Hon 
employ the tench part of what we do; yet it were very ditticule for us t Warrant 560, 
yards of Yarn in every Reel-Rafte, not worth above three half pence at mo:t. Nov it your 
Honours ſhall think fit to ere& a ſtandard for a Ret] of a yard about, exc, Ve humbly cone 
Ceive it is 25 good for one place as another, The Weavers themlelyes cry up in onc of theig 
baoks, let ms have one common Standard, &c, ail which they ſeem now co contradict, 

They further alledge, that we counſel! the Spinſters to reel falſe and ſhort one week, an3 
ſoon after take away both work and wages from them, A heavy charge, could chey prove. 
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10 
| 1t, We reply, that we appeal to all men ad = Skill in the Trade (the only poſſible way 
| to decide this calumny ) whether the falſenefſe in the reeling of Yaro be not in the Reclers 

only : and that any man ſhould counl(ell them to reel falſe, is ſuch a thiug as never any of 
us yet heard of, and this wz can maintain, that we have our Yarn as ſuthclent in the length 
' and rale, as any other tradeſmen have about us, who uſeth the Yarn themſelves : and there» 
| fore they are not ſuch as would counſel the Spinſters to reel falſe, but endeavour to have 
\ tas welldone as poſſibly they can get it: hereinis ſeen the falfeneſſe of this aſpertion caſt 
upon us,2s 3lſo the taking away of work and wages; For it is the uſual manner amonglt us, 
that when we turn a Spinſter ont of work for falle reeling, &c. we pay her her wages for 
; What (he hath done: wherein then is the unconſcionablencſle of the maſter,that rhele men 
, ſo contumclioufly npbraid vs. Truly we ſhould wonder if ſuch a refuge of lies ſhould be 
t fafe for che Weavers to fly unto | 
35 Next they lay, hen the Cembers have raked the Conntrey 20. 0r 30, miles about for 
yg 19 bring to Norwich to /ell, that though it be defetFvve to moyety thereof, if he receive 
c any blame, then it ts againſt 113 propriety as a free- born ſubje# : anazuft ſo it a With him that 
p Crs aprrſe When be is taken, To this we reply, that it 18 true, that many Yarn m3kers both 
e inthis City and the Counties adjzcent, are faint to fetch in their Yarn 20, or 30. or more 
miles about from the Spinſters commonly every other week, ſometimes every week, at 
which time we ſupply them with money for their work, and, with more work too : and 
then when we offer jt rofl], we cannot nor will not Warrant it to be of full length and 
tale, and therefore ſc]| ic at a price accordingly ; if yer,ootwithitanding all this, the Wea- | 
vers ſhoul4have power to ſeize and fine this Yarn to the value of the moyety thereof, if 
this then be not againſt our proprieties as free-born people, what can be ? 
Now although the Weavers compare us to a Cut-purſe, and vilifie us : In Moc- 
deſt terms we will tell them, that though we are at great pains and coſt in fetching in of 
our Yarn from the poor Spinſters, yer we neither rob nor ſteal, therefore no cut-purle 3- 


We wonder that the Weaver ſhould have that term of thief ſooften in his mouth ; But 
we hope your Honours will take notice of the compariſcn ; we have juſt cauſe to fear that 
theſe rhat thus perſecute us with their poyſonous tonguts, if they had the power, would 
oppreſſe us with their heavy hands, 

In the next place the Weavers ſay, We deſire to be left to the liberty of ſeRing by the groſſe 
er ponxd 44 we pleaſe, &c, Which is ablolutely falle 3 for we fay as the buyer and ſeller can 
agree, and itany (hall wer, or over ſeym their Yarn, we have petitioned that ſuch may be 
puniſhed (as before) and that Yarnche Weavers like of, that they may buy the groſſe, and 


the other by thePound, it being 1n their free choice, either to buy it in ſuch a Way as We can 
warrant, or Elie leave the Yarn tous, Where then is the falſe corner that we would fain re- 


ferve, as they fal{ly afhrm, 


So what the Weavers may be compared to the ancient Arrians, who alwaies urged bro- 
ken {entences of SCripture in ſhew, relembling ſomewhat their blaſphemous doArine a+ 
Painſt tne Sohne of God : but indeed ualike ic, ſoit is with the Weavers allegations, for 
whereas it was our defires in our Remoaitrance, that your Honours will leave the ele&ion 


of buying 10d i-!ling of Yarn by che pound or groſle,ss the buyer and ſeller can agree: the a 


Weavers affirm, that wz dcfire to have it left co our own liberties to 
this He not a manifclt cencradiction, we know not What is 2 
And whereas they turther affirm, as formerly chey have 
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othets) that they ar! all Combert, and Mary bring 
Thac this is alſo very falſe (as we can make good 
( though lome of them have tormerly don 
Weavers Withall, when their Councel « 
thit they have on their behalf, under the 


Yars to ſell at Norwich, We 


Yes, if they beleeve What the Weavers can 
ed What was there ſaid in our humble reply, to which we refer our icl ves, 
In our third we fay, the commodity that w:1! ariſe ro 
exerciſe of our manufacure ) will be Very great 3d tranicendent s The 
that they and we are not agreed who or what » Commion- Wrelh is - 
we Know not Whether the Weavers ackngy1-0 
whatit is ) they have not done in the frontiſpicce of their Buok x 
We ſay, that we neither ceunc our own purſes to be the Common 
Weavers fay, they are ſuſpicious ) nor 
boaſt. 

The Weavers further ſay, herein We 92i//abe 5s that tte ſay that kereby the maxuf.: ure 5g 
MHC enlarged, & We reply, that we Nil afnta and will make good wheat we there (aid. 
and we humbiy deſire your Honouts te cont 
Erciſe this power Whick tt.ey defire over vx 


7et TRE Corporation, of 


bezthe beating of many of the Yarg-makers or Woot 


thouſands out of imploy n:cit; for it is \mpcſſihle for any man to make Yarn to ieli [0 
them if they exerciſe : 1s power 3 and though the Weavers mzke it ſtrange, an" lay, :t is 
beyond belief, & yt thr own Words, '1Po7t fe much as we have (hewn in vv Rx 
ltrance, pag 5. And ir deed theſe are then cerms Whit We 1-1. 
ther it be ir our pow:irs fo 1. 3ke war Y ard, {0 that i; ſhall 1 
Wil antwcr vey truly W#& UNlich 410, 

Bui & you thick we weu d 241 is Lardly wich yu, if w. had power - We r: ply, yes 
truly du we, anc 3c hEfon for it. We have fc, ta'.y exam pls of that k dr +10 dy 
even in:hit- ui dans weare not tobe guid d Ly tnuuZit, and the Provuckt if anotners 
Will: Men arc Ne u ' by frall ard tubjr to oppretle, clpccizlly where pv known law of 
Prevention 153 away hon With that ablurd r: port, do you think we will do to. We £a:100t 
therefore up: theic confid-rations, and tor the reaſons foruerly expreit, but in1.4t upon 
the illegalicy of their defir.s; for all injunctions of men thar carry in the bowels of wican 
miſchict and prejulice to the Commonalty,do procced but from tie private and perſonall 
wills of inch men, as men confidered diſtinRiy, and (et apart from the publike good ot the 
Common- wealth, and all ſuch precepts are but the counterfeits ot jult auchority. 

The ſecond commodity we fay is the cenſtant employment of many thouſands to which 
We tii]l adhere. For if the Maſters be beaten out of trading, it will be hard for ſo many 
Work-folks to fide employment. 
 Towhich che Weavers an{wer nothing ineffe&, but move for the paſſing of the AR, 
* which they fay they doubt not but would in a ſhort time procure the poor employment e- 


o live ) but Which way elſe we. 


combers out of trading, ard {0 mauy 
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OM Ter /Ouy Colic wits 
Ot be detectiy. 1t:ino Tall they 


the employment of ſo many thou- 


, The 


| reply, 
) not on? of them trading that was ; 


e ſo, who can ath-1) what we have Charged the 
yew my T. n*crce) And for the Peritions 
| inds Of The ) itices of Norff. and the Mzior of 
Norwich, and others : who they ſay, are ver y ſenſible of the Wrong rat f9 the Comber, &Cc, 
t-{ theme ; but We luopols we have fully anſwers 


the Co:mmon-wealth by the free $ 
Weavets anſwer, | 
We reply : Truly | 
eage a Commona«ivealth or not ( or know 

Aod truly negatively ! 
3» Wealth { of which the | 
witch they ſo much 'W 
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Tae Weavers deſire ycur Honours to judge. whether a lawlefle liberty for all men to 
cake Stuffs ard Yarn with as much deceit as they pleaſe, be a likely way to advance 
x de { foo by thar the State is iprichcd.) To which we reply, That we oppole them not a= 
bou; their Stuffcs ( alti.ough we copld fay fomething tn that matter ) Bur as for cur Yarn 
we hope it hath often pp.arcd to y our Honcurs (ard may to the world ) tbat we deſire 
not a lawl:fſe liberty in the maKirg of it, In that we defire whar regulation can pollibly 
be both in thz quality 2nd quantity. 1. For the quality,we have often petitioned that the 
Comber might be punith:.d that ſhallule n2lawtull means to make it ponderous, 2. tor 
the quantity, That che Spinſters may be puriſhcd that recl ſhort or falſe; theſe things have 


Þcenoften reiterated, let all men jacge Wheriin we Celire a lawlelle liberty, except they 


mean this, becauſe we veeuld rot have them to have power to {cize and fine onr Yarn for 
the Spiniters faulc, And whereas the Weavers tax as for cruel] t3SK- maſters to the Spin. 
ters : We reply, what will not envy and malice ſpeak 3 yet ina word chis we can make 
appear, that we give as much as ary, and more then many other tradeſm2n do for their 
ork z yer {ze how theſe men aſperte us, Which gould they prove it, 1t concuceth not to the 
matter in queſtion d{tween as. ps 

In the fourth place, we came to the inconveniences and apparent miſchicfs which will 
inevitably arile to the State, and the Whole Common» Wealth ; for we ſaid there if it be 
true which the Weavers att: med, viz. that the cuitome and excife of Stuffes in Norwich, 


, ard Norff, only be worth z30coo!'® pr annum £0 the State 3 1f three parts of the Trade be 
' abared, rhere muſt be 22500'® per 47247 lolt te the State; to Which we ſtill adhere, and 
' take upon us to make good what we there ſaid concerning the Weavers defires to beat us 


out of trading, t00 tedious her? to recite. It isnot leng, ſince the Weavers ta1d in one of 


- their pap: rs, that the cuſtoime and exci'c of S:uffes, was worth 300co'® per annem as atore- 
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ſaid, ai:4 now they ſay, it is half loft by our fallc Yarn, Sarcly a/ndden fall, and a very 
great, hid uny ſo rong faith to belzeve it. 

We dcfire your Honuurs but to take notice What faiſhoods are in theſ2 mens Arsu- 
cectits; AL this very time marty of che Weavers doe confefe, that in the Si cerall, they 
ncvirbad cruct Yarn ; and We know it bath been for divers years LOgtther better then ic 
Was 120y years 2gonc, 3s We (hewed before, how then can there be any likeliuvood of 
eru/f in Wha: they have here (21d 3 we could with that the Weavers would nor ſpeak fo 
many talihoods for tcar that ac lalt caemſlelves believe them to be true ;; if they doe, wo 
40p:. otters Will nor, | 

The Wen vers 3gain afhirm, That Tarn ſhort in the number of the thread! , puts thery apon 
a nec ſſity of bad makzng ſt» ffr, Weagain reply as before, That many Weavers have con- 
feſt, and our {elves well know, that they may and can make good ſluffs though there be 
a want inthe tale of threds; and bal ſtuffs of Yarn though never ſo true, as in our hume 
ble Reply, wher:in we have alto thewn them the true caule of the diflike of their Auk in 
forreign parts s Nuw where 1s the {trength or truth of theſe Arguments 2 

Azain, whereas we aid, it bur few ſtuffsbe made, they muſt needs be much dearer 
and (oa general wrong to the Nation : and to that purpoſe we there inſtance the Mono» 
polizers of Sope, Starch, &c. _ 


The Weavers anſwer, Thar there is noſfimilitude between their cauſe and that, We 


reply, That as thoſe were Monopolies, fo is this accounted by many ( yea by ſome of this 


Houſe) and then wherein Coth it difter ? and that it is a Monopoly we hope we have for. 


me3ly proved, 
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In the next place, whereas the Weavers a us with our unfaichfulnefſs to the State 
and Common- wealth z in that great quantities of Yarn is ſent beyond the Seas into Hol. 
{and, and ſuppoled to be done dy the CombJrs, thercby robbing the State, and this mg- 
ny ( fay they) have done ina great meaſure, though the Law be penal in that cauſe, &c, 
We reply, Tat (without boalting beirſpoken) we hope we can make it appear , that 
we alwayes have been as faithfull co both, as ever the Weavers; who in oce of their books 
call themſelves, Soxs of the Common-wealth, &c, 

And whereas they tax us, That ſome Cembers have carried much Yarn into Holland, 
thereby robbing the Common-wealth, 2c, We reply, That we know nor of any ſuch , 
if we did, we Would endeavcur to have them brought to condign purithment ; and if 
the Weavers know of any ſuch, we {hall acccunt tkem as enemies ( inſteagof Sons of the 
Common-wealth) if they do not reveal itz if they know noth:ng, but that it is one! 
their {u{picion, why thin do they aſperte and upbraid us tobe robbers of the State, &&c, 
But ſee row theſe men that hive formerly pretended truth and rigateouſneſſe,, now utter 
their malice, ſpleen, fallhoods, and impcrimnercies ; and if ro accute a man upon {vſpici- 
on be enough to make him guilty, we have more caaſe to ſuſpect the Weavers, in that 
ſome Weavers 1n former times have ſold Yarn, and white cembed wool in Ho#tard, as 
we have becn informed by tome that lived in Ho/{andin thote times, and many of them 
trafick much in Hollixda now. But (till this conduceth nor to the matter in band. 

In the next placethe Weavers fay,it muck troubles us, that cur Yarn ſhould be ſeized + 
and fined for dithciency in icngth and tals (and may it not well, when it is rot our fault, 
and we offer to make fitisfact.on) Further we ſay, This Natten cannot give us the like 
prefident in this or former 3gts. The Weavers antwer then, to What end ſerve thoſe pes 
pal Statutes againſt Brewers , Butchers, Fore-ſ{t3]lers, Iogroflers, Regraters, Bzkers, 
Curriers, Tanners, &'c, We reply, That the canle is far different, for Fore. ſtaliers, 10» 
groflers, c>c dclerve puniſhment ina high Cegree, as beirg not only great but wilfull-: 
ofcnders; as for Butchers, Tanners, &c, Firlt, the Butcher need not bring unwholſome 
fleſh to fell, and the Baker can eaſily keep the Afſize of his bread, and the Tanner can. 
ezfily judge whether his Lether be tann'd as it ought : therefore th's makes nothirg for - 
Wc: avers ; for we deflic a regulation for Yarn that it mzy be good, and if we {c)] not 2 
pound for a pound, let fuch ve punithed z but co nave ſuch a L3w 2s the Weavers defire, 
v1z.t0 compel us to ict] Yarp by the yard upon pain of fe-z.ure and fine there be a want, 
We again ſay, and will att: m, That ic ts ncpoliible for us to try all our Yarn withcut: 
relling every thred, and therefore azuli inevitably bring us uwoer the penalty 3 and truly. 
we judge it to be very hard that a Law {hculd be mace, and onchiioutd be purith:d, be- 
cauſe another breaketh if, 

The Weavers again lay , That We ave #0 Trade, andihbereſrety fir Vie ſhow's be reguldiie 
ted by a general Law, Concerning the Trade we have forme:tly ſpoken, and we detire 2 
Law to paſle for iclling by the pourd, it being the general mover inall the Nation ,, and 
at Norwichtog for White, and coloured Yarn, 2s before, Which is more caſte to judge: 
of by eye, then white thred of all forts, fk, linnen Yan, atd Yarn wade. cf hair (all. 
which are ſold by weight ) but by this their defares, they do Ceclare, that Pothing will 
content them, unleſſe we be compelled to feilLour Yarn in tuck a manner, that a great 
part of our eſtates muſt be at their mercy, 

The W--vers again compare us to cur-purſes, making the cauſe all one, at which not 
encly ſome mo Weavers blulh to hear ſuch as 14 abs but many Taco 
eget. : D 2a. | make 
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| mak ſuch kinde of Yarn for their own uſes)Jo wonder at the impudence of the Weavers, 
' that they dare to brand honeſt, religious,conſciences men with ſuch like termes as theſe : 
| ( we hope your pcefound wiſdoms will take notice of their concumelious and railing 
ſpeeches in this kinde,and what may be che event thereof, | | 
| Next, the Weavers ſpeak 2gainR our reaſons that we gave againlt the ſeizure and fine of 
\ our Yaro, The firſt is from the impoſlibilicy for us, either to know our ſelves, or co war 
| rant to others, that th-r= is 560 threads in each Reelſtaftc or skain, and fo conſequently 
© $0640 threads in each grofſe, which we nay2 made appear oftentimes : b:{ides above 
( 300 tradeſmen have cercified the like to yout Honours,as appears by our certificates, 
t The Weaversanſwer, that there 5 an inftrument upon which the Spinitey may ree! right, 
© 5f the hand be true that griars 't, We reply, That the Weavers cannot from hence infer, 
| (that becauſe if the Spinſters be carefull they may reel right ) that therefore it is in our 
| powers to warrant it; for”. is impofſidly forus to tell fo many threads, and there is no 
| other way of juſt triall : there is a rule for ſpeaking truth, but many do not ovſerve it;and 
| if che Spinſters will noc rec right, {hall we be puniſhed. Secondly, the Weavers falſly 
alledge, thar we ſay the ſeizure is unjuſt, becauſe chat when they have ſeized ſome part of 
' our Yarn, we cannot {cl the reit ; whenas we ſay,that when they have ſeized ſome part of 
our Yarn, they cannot ſeal the re[t (as we inſtance in che Tanners leathery) for ſuch com« 
modities as are liable to 3 ſeizure and a fine, are fuch as will admit of a ſeal ( whick Yarn 
- cannot) and ſo may be ſould witaout interruption, Which the Weavers in their Anſwer 
; deny,and ſay, If a Batcher oring unwholeſame meat to market, it 44 to be ſeized by Law, ad 
| Jet 38 cannot be ſealed. We reply, It x Batcher bring unwavolelome mear to marker, it is 
- fitting ir ſhould be ſeized, inreſpeR chat itis not marchantable, nor fitting for the uſe of 
\ man, and ſo canoot nor ought not to be (ould, and therefore it needs no ſeal nor fine; fo 
* thar chis compariſon or ſimilitude halrerh on the belt fooc : for if our Yarn ( as cannot be 
denied ) be a marchantable commodity, and ficting for mans uſe, then it may be ſould, 
which the Butchers meat cannot be, and yer our Yarn cannot admit of a cal. And for 
' Bread and Butrer, when ic 1s ſeized, it is for want of weighc,(for which they have a com» 
mon {tandard;) theſe need no feal,for they admit nor of a fine, but are commonly cut in 
Pizces and given tothe p.or ; for they do it wilfally co wrong the buyer, Now theſe 
Weavers would inforce us to ſell our Yarn in ſuch a way as we cannot warrant,(which is 
by tale) and not in ſuch a way as we can warrant ( which is by weight,) and if our Yarn 
ſhould be deficienc in weight or otherwiſe, we haye petitioned your Honou:s, that a Law 
' might be preſcribed for the puniſhment thereof, 
Next the Weavers ſay, that we cavil at the number of their Officers and undae [cizures, 
taking brizes,&&%, Weanſwer, It 1s true, we only inſtiace cnac they deſire 5 2 Ocficers, 
( a gooaly company,) and truly if they have a Law to leize our Yarn, we cannot expect 
good uſage from ſo many, who have had experience of che bad uſage we have had, when 
they were but a few, As for their undue ſeizures,and taking of bribes, we (again) affirm 
it to be true, and will make good ( whenſoever required ) more then we there ſpecified ; 
namely in our Remonſtrance page 6*®, And why may not their Officers be diſhoneſt as 
well as others > we know what we have found formerly, we are ſure there can beno 
known Law in proviton to the contrary, the remedies ( as is conceived) and preventions 
being not ſufficient, all which by wofull experience former ages have demonſtrated. 
It behoveth your Honours therefore, to reſolve to finde out ſome remedy for ths time 


| to come,which may recompence gur palt lofles, and ſtop the precipice of 0x" (urure ruine, 
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6d. I 
which we ſee (if this Bill paſſe ) ſo undoubtedly to lye before us; we cannot appropriate 
an infallibility of error intheſe men,either in manners or juriſdiion. 

In the next place we ſay, that the Weavers cannot, nor yill not make a juft triall of the 
Yarn which they ſeize by telling every thread, which cannot any other waies be tried, The | 
Weavers anſwer, That they heartily wiſh they had the power ; (truly wethink ſo too 2} 
but we reply as our Saviour did to his Diſciples, you know net what you aike. We wiſh 
that they were more humble in their demands, as honeſt mer, giving no occaſion by their | 
arrogancy or preſumption for their brethren to complain, ard ſothe occaſion of fin may © 
be alſo taken aWay. But they ſay, that When they have the power and uſe it unduly, they i 
wiſh that he that doth it may [»ffer for it. Truly we thiuk this is only a wiſh ; but we aske 3 
What proviſion is made to the contrary, and how can we diſcover their deceits. Ss 

They ſay, /f they do otherwiſe the Law #5 open for us, &c, We reply, The Law is alſo open Fa 
for thei,if we ſell them Yarn that is nor of the contents we promitle s and we hope your [2a 
Honours will judicionſly weigh whac it will be for a private man of our Trade that ſhall i 
fall igto their hands, to wage Law againlt a Corporation, Is were neceflary for that man 8 
ro fit down, and wiſely to conſider, what charges and expences, beſides all his labour, _ : 
vell, and grief of heart it will coſt him : neither is it in the ability of one man ( though 
he hath a good eſtate ) ſo todo, except he expeas to be overthrown ard andone; neither /; 
do we deliere to be involved in any ſuits of Law ( whatſoever the Weavers may pretend, 
but as men deliriog ro livein peace and unity ; withall we are bound to beſcech your Hoe 
nours,to be carefull of oureltates, and that you will not give away our preprieties, which 
we challenge as our birthright, 

And whereas they ſay, that ws fly to our old numeration of threads, but to what end they - 
know not,unleſſe we wonld make your Honours beleeve an impoſſibility, Wereply, How can - 
we warrant the tale of threads,unlefle we number them ? and how can that be ? ard how 
inconſiſtent it is with trade, we refer our {elves to our former papers Which are not yet 
anſwered ; for it we tell onelee, if that be falſe, yet it may be added inthe next ; theres FE 
fore to make due triall, we muſt rell all, as we ſhew in our Remonſtrance page 7. And if 
this be not impoſſible, we know not what is ; yea as impoſſtvle as for a man to tell the 8 
grains in a buſhell of Corn, or the ſpriggs in a bottle of bay, as we have formerly ſhewas i 
And therefore the Weavers fay in the tale,a /ittl: more pains maſt be taken, Truly it is fluch A 
' a$ they never took in any Yarn they uſe to ſeize, and we beleeve never will z They fay, sf a 
they oxce have the power they ſhall finde the way again : Yes (ure, if they once ſet upon it, we 
queſtion not but they will finde a way to doe us miſchief quickly ; and this 15 the realon 
they ſtand fo ſtrongly to obtain ſuck power ; like the dying man, who deing near bis death 'F 
in the water,takes hold on every twig to fave his life, untill at laſt be be overwaelmed in Bl 
the water,and fo periſh ; ſo theſe men uſe all the ſhifts that poſſibly the brain of man can 
invent, to uphold their deſired power and juriſdition, which we hope doth predidt thetr 
ſpecdy downfall, by bringing all their encroached power into alcgall ic:utny and dee 
bate, which an abſolute neceſſity will at laſt enforce your Honouts unto, tor outs and the 
Common- wealths happincfle and preſervation, | —_ 

In che next place they fay that we obje&, That after ſeizure it js in the power of the 
Weavers to fallifie our Yarn ; To which they Anſwer, That they [cis none but they fir (f 
diſcover before onr faces the defect, Wereply, That this is maniteltly rate, for rormuity. 
they have feized on great quantities of Yarn,and have examined pone, or very lictie butvie 
— Our faces ; and now bejpg lately demanded before the Commirtee wow they Wolllu c4c246 
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ehzirſziz 40, they xnfwered, thit ina Reel ſtiff wich contuins 14 Leas and 40 threads 
in each Le1, i;tacy foal on Lea 10 14 to wind a1y threads, they would ſeize the ref 
wichour furter irially, bow then it w2 hould fuzthem, can'w2 recover ereble dam miges, 
ſeeing that all che reſt may bz cruz (yea 204 have waar the other wants) yet atcer ſeizure 
may bs made dete&ive and we cannot dilcover it; theſe things were not anſwered be- 
fore your Honourable Commircec, being o9jz&ed by us, fo thar we (till affirm chat there 
1s not th: lik2 preſident in this Nation ; for other commolJiries that are ſeized if faiftfied, 
it is cafily diſcovered, Secondly, Wnereas they fay that our Yarn afrer ſeizure cannot 
be falſified but by confedecacie : We reply, Thar then they grant unto us that it may be 
falfifi:d, and truly for our parts we think a contederacie ruleth moſt in fuch politique bo- 
dies: and this confederacie they {1y may be clzarly diſcovered, but how we know not, 
unleſle it be (as other tratazcms are) diſcovered by ſome falle Brethren among(t them, 
not trae to their trult, and p:rhaps, 2s by thieves diſagreement amoneg(t themſelves, and 
ſo true folks miy come by their goods ; fo it may be they may all prove honeſt men, but we 
MR have juſt cauſe to fear the contrary, And whereas they ſay, ;:That ro patronize Whoredom, 
and to patronize theft, ave ſins of alike maguitude, As we hop? taat the honeſter and 
mo{t ingenuous fore of Weavers (as we ourſelves) detire not to be patrons unto either ; 
ſo our like hope is, that ſuch will not ſecek for ſuch a Law from this Houſe, whereby they 
may prote4 the noceat, aid deſtroy the innocent, And whereas they fairly promile to 
tura oat their Officers, if they (hill be diihonzlt, &, We reply, That we know not who 
\« they will count honelt Oihicers, but only ſuch as (hall (according eo their oath) ſeize upon 
| all ſach Yarn as is defeRive in che cale of chreads, and how can this be, unlefle they tell 
them; if cth:y ſeize it withoue telling every chread, how then can they diſpenſe with luch 
 anoath? and therefore we {ay (which is undeniable) thar if this deſired AR vaſle, that it 
muſt be more in favour ofcke Ottizers, then in the equity of ſuch a Law (if we ſtill per- 
. fiſt inour Trades) if that we ina great part of our Eitates be not ruined, in the which if 
' they be pleated to do us any favour z we canaot fee how they can either dilpence with 
* theiroath, or be counced honeſt io their office, by the rett of that fraternity. 
. In th: next place we fsy, The Weavers have the Liw on their (ides tro compell co make 
ſatisfa&tion, if our Yarn want in the tale of threads which we {ell ir for ( ail waoich they 


WW deny not) and the reaſonis (as we haindly conceive) becaule they have done it in former 


i times, when many have been compelled rhereby to doe it ; then if ſo be thar they have the 
j | law on theirlides, wee ill (ay what need then of afcizare, becaule ir is of ſuch. difficulty 


. * ſ 


{ that we cannot Warrant one gretl2 tobe of tac fall number of threads in many : and ſo che. 


| ® Weavers may ſubjeR it to feizure and a fine, and therefore we Petition your Honours 
| | (once more) that we may fe:t our Yarn by weight, waich we can warrants For we are no 
; E ſuch needy pretenders to the ſmatterings of the Law (as the Weavers atfirm) as that we 
; T deſire the Courts at Wefminſter (hold be fiil:d with our differences ; tor we are reſolved 
{* toloſe all, and liy down our Trades, rather then go to law with a Corporation,and there- 
( * fore we hope that your Honours will provide a more eifie way to fell our Yarn by, fo that 
| > we may Warrant it, which can be no other waies then by weight. 

| And whereas the Weavers {ay taat they have anſwered our 8*k Reaſon (wherein we 
& ſay that we make (xtisfaRion in price, if the want be conſiderable) by ſaying, that when 
| they dilcover a fourth or fitch parc to be wanting in the length or number of threads, that 
© weſay, If you like it not. leave it With me,e&#c, Wereply, That they manifeſt an apparene 


| failho9d, for we commonly inour felling, where the want is diſcernable, propoſe them a 


| 
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| ; | 1 
rice accordingly, and this they cannot Nu, L alwaies thoſe that have the beſt Yarn, | 
1 at the highelt price, and chey may as well diſcern it, when they buy it of us, ts we cin 
when we reccive it from che Spinſter ; for which we appeal to all indifferenc men (that 
have skill in the Trade) co jultifie, And whereas they objeR, that Hereby many young 
T rad:ſmen have been undone: Wereply,that it is only their alligation; for we queſtion not 
bu: aoy of chem(having ſerved ſeyen years at leaſt to theirTrade)have learned fo much skill 
to difcern £16 want (1n the Yarn) of the number of threads, although the want be nor ſo 
much as the W-avers ſpake of. And in caſe that any deny ſatisfaction in ſuch cauſes, we 
have petitioned that the buyer, without charge, may compell it. But then the Weavers 
lay thar we further demand, what need then of a ſeizure, To which they anſwer, If every 
one Would doe as he Would be done unto, and ſo be alaw to himſelf, What need then of a law ? 
We repiy, That if theſe Weavers and their Officers were Saints, that then they would 
ſeck out and yeeld unto a more indifferent way betwixt us, but when we know them to 
be men, and inclinable co oppreſſion, and whereas there is amonglt them cnvying (trife 
and diviſion, are they 9 carnal and Walk as men, 1 Cor. 3-3. therefore we delire not to 
be ſuvje& to their lawlefſe power. 

Again they alledge that we ſay, Nolaw gave them power heretofore to ſcizeand fine 
Yaro tor deficiency in the length of che Reel-ſtaf and number of threads, To which they 
aniwer, That the common law of England gave them power to ſeize Yarn, and tocut it in 
pieces, the Which (as they lay) hath been prattiſed by their Anceftors, To which we reply, 
That if the common law of Eng/and gave them ſuch power, what need they then of a 
further eltabliſhment, and yet they cannot finde ſuch a law amongſt all the ſtatutes they 
have quoted, For when we conſider that the law is grounded upon the Law of God and 
right reaſon, it is incredible that ever ſuch a law ſhould paſſe for the cutting of Yarn in 

1eces, for a deficiencie in the quantity,though good in the quality,for this was deſtructive 
0 the good of the Common. wealth ; if they (ſhould plead a cuſtome for it, yer they know 
. not how it was introduced. The former oppreſſions that theſe men have uſed in their 
Trades, over the Country Houſe wives, hath made them now ſo impudent to claim thar 
for a generall law, which in times paſt they uſed only upon ſome parcicular perſons. As 
for cheir Counicl-table orders which they produce ; wereply ( as before ) firſt, That all 
Counſel-table orders of chis nature, have by this Parliamcnt been diſclaimed ; And fe- 
condly, That only greafie or ſeimed Yarn was therein included ; but now they ſeek to have 
white and coloured Yarn to be included in their defired AR; fo that if they effe their 
deſires, they will be more oppreſſive then ever, In all which we humbly dcfire your Hoe- 
nours to apply a timely and ſerious remedy. And truly if we had not juſt cavſc to cry out 
ſo much of opprefiion and tyranny ( which we ſec inevitably coming upon us, in calc this 
Bill be paſſed intoan AR, we ſhould be very uowilling is this day ot our controverſie, to 
uiter ſuch things, as We have before expreſt, but for as much (as we beleeve) that many 
Members of this Houſe are not ſatisfied in the deceittull proceeding ofthe Weavers,aod of 
their intentions in this nature, for want of a right ſearching into the illegality and unrea- 
ſorablencfle of cheir defires,elpecially in the matter of feizure and fine of our goods, with 
the impoſſibility which lieth on our parts to warrant the ſame,and that we defire the eſta= 
blilkment of a juſt weight for things ro be weighed, and a jult meaſure for rhings to be 
meatured, as much as they can poſſibly do, according to the wildome and juſtice of chis 
Houſe. Ir is therefore that we implore your Honours, not only for a reformation and re- 


drefle of thoſe evils which the Weavers have formerly uſurped over us, but allo for a pre- 
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ſervation of us (to whom we muſt appeal aexc to God) from theſe futureevils which 


the Weavers ſeek by all their power,poliſie and friends to introduce upon us. And where- 
as thicy ſay T het not one tan hath been damnifiedio the value of 5"? in 20 years during the 


 Comnſel.table Orders, &c, To Which we reply (as we havedone before ) that many have 
been very much damnificd by ſeizure of their Yaro, by giving of bribes, by being ſued at 


Common law, and indited, as we have ſet forth at large, and as the wofull experience of 


thoſ: times can manifeſt : Beſides we need not mention our intruſting our Eſtates into 


their hands, whereby many have ſuftered in a great meaſure, But the Weavers would per- 
ſwade your Honours that they have alwaies been very honeſt mercifull men, and therefore 
they hope toobtain ſuch a law from you; that great part of our Eltates mult be at their 
mercy. Truly Right Honourable, reaſon forbiddeth a man to diſpute, with ſuch as gue- 
ſtion whether the lnow be whice,becauſe they lack ſence, who deny it, and therefore as 
Cato {aid that he marvellcd that a ſou:hlayer did not laugh when he ſaw a ſourhfayer, ſo 
truly we may wonder that theſe men donot laugh &Hatter themſelvs in the depth of their 
diſfimulation,when they fee and know what egregious falſhoods they have expreſled to 
You ia their late Anſwer to our humbic Remonſtrance, And ſo they proceed to ſet down 
anto yeur Honours the true cauſe (as they pretend) of ailche oppoſition we make againſt 
their deſired AR,which is as they {ay,becauſe we deſire to go on in this way of deceit, ec, 
To which we reply, as in our tormer Papers and Petitions hath been exprefled. That we 
defire a regulation in the way of Trade, and chat ſuch a courſe may be taken, as that no 
deceit may be uſed on either ſide,althoughthey pretend and charge on us that crime which | 
lies not in our power to help, but defire chat a remedy may be found out accordingly, that 
each off-oder may ſuffer for his own offencegas we have ſec forth at large; and then whe- 
ther we deſire to maintain deceit,we beſeech your Honours to judge uprightly. And wheres 
as they ſay T hat their Traae # almoſt nndone by ws : We reply, That if theſe men made 
any conſcience of what they ſpake, they would bluſh, and bz aſhamed ro ſay ſo : bur they 
ſcem to be tranſporced by pailion, beyond reaſon, yea and Religion to, For firſt, This we 
can Make manifcil, that ſince We have come to trade with them, many of them arc grown 
very rich, yea the whole Trade in generall is very much inrichcd, and much inlarged, we 
belecye more then rwenty co one, fothatir is grown an opulent anda rich manitacure, 
that before was very unconſiderable. Secondly, Our Yarn is and hath been tor divers 
years as good as ever they had any for length and tale, how then can their weaving Trade 
be almott undone by us e let che men bur have our eſtates at their mercy, and all will be 
well, Again, as for many of the poerer ſort of Weavers, we are the ſupporters of them; 
many of hem trading With great part of our ſtocks; Is this the way to undoe their Trade? - 

it in thele c1mcs {ome of their Trade thrive not, let them not impure the fault ro us, but | 
pray for better t1Mes; for thele have been and are looling times to other Trades, as well as |. 
to the Weavers, And laltly, Whereas they ſxy that we alleadge, that all the Statutes | 
which they have quored 1n a breviace of cheir cauſe, doe not make mention of the quantity 


but the <uality of che Yarn, They Anſwer, That the lateſt of thoſe ſtatutes were made k 


before ever the Combers did meddle With making of Tarn,&c, We reply, Thatall ſach j 

ltacuces were mage for the benifit of the: Weavers; and yer not any of theſe ſtatutes gave || 
them power to lcizeany Yarn which was deficient in the number of threads : and there- 
fare they ſeek that gow tobe c{tabliſhed into a law,which formerly they could' never ob- 
rain although as was alleadged bebore your Honourable Committee, that it was fought 
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And whereas they ſay that we have xeon abuicd thern in the quallity and quan= 
ticy of our Yarn, it being farre better done by the good Houſ-wife, &-c, We reply, that ic 
is falſe; For it is well known to all skilfull men in the Trave, that our Yarn in the qual- 
lity doth far exceed that of the Houſ. wifes ; being made of far better and dearer Wool x 
and for the quantity we queſtion not but that theirs is difficient in tale ns well 2S Ours, 

Laſt of all, They finiſh their Paper with this anſwer, that ſince that their ſtuffs cannot 
be made {o durable as before: to which we bave ſo often anſwered already herein,that we | 
defire not to tautologize, although they charge us wich that crime, which we are unWil- 
lingly inforced unto, through their impertinences, and vain rettterations ; For ether 
Anlwer we referre our ſelves to our late Remonſtrance, but eſpecially to our late humble #5 
reply : to ſomethings contained in two ſeverall Pctitions pretented to your Honours in Z 


the behalt of the AN 9r wich and Norfolk Weavers. 


eAndrin Right Honourable we have fieely avd clearly diſcharged the depth and (g 


bottomes of our hearts, truſting inthe mercy and goodneſſe of God for future comfort 7 
$1 the d:termination of this controverſie, Wherein We have made it to appear, that it @_ 


not 1u our power to ſell our Tarn by the Grefſe or Reel-ſtaff, in refheft that We canner ; 


Warrant the number of threads; and therefore We moſt humbly defire, tha: we way I 
have the liberty to ſell our Yarn by Weight, Which « the uſuall manner in all other parts 
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of this Common-Wealth, and in other Conntries Where ſuch Y ary 1, ſeld, and in Nor» © 


ich it ſelf for divers ſorts of Yarn ; and We deſire that if any falſity be uſed by any,. | 
in over ſeyming the ſaid Tarn, or any other deceit be applied, to make it porn 
that a puniſhment may be mflifted on the offena:r, Without trouble to the Weaver $ 
but for the Spinſters falfity in yeeling of Yarn, We deſire that Ye may not ſuffer for u, 
by a ſeizure and fue of our good r, becauleit ts not 11 0Kr power to remeay ; but we 
humbly de fire that a Law may be made for the puniſhment of the F pinſfters that obſerve ” 
it not; ava that every one may be puniſhed fir hu own offence ; In the ſpeedy ADCOts 

pliſhment whereof we ca#t our ſelves and our whole buſineſſe npon your good pleaſures, i 


d-pending only on the preſence and bleſſing of the Lord for a happy iſſue ont of all tbeſs g 


troubles, 


And Your daily Oratours ſhall ever pray, &c. 


Subſcribed by Us, in the behalf and by the appointment of the whole Trade of Wools' #3 


combers or Xarnmakers : 
Hexry Thornton, 


Thomas farus, | 


Printed in the Year, 165 C: - 
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